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Changes in Reimbursement for School-Based
Testing and Assessments and Individualized
Education Program Meetings

Effective for dates of service on and
after August 1, 2006, Wisconsin
Medicaid is changing its reimbursement
policy for testing and assessment
procedures and Individualized Education
Program meetings under the school-
based services benefit. Wisconsin
Medicaid is also enddating Healthcare
Common Procedure Coding System
procedure code T1024 with modifier
“UA.”

Testing and Assessment Procedures

Effective for dates of service (DOS) on and
after August 1, 2006, Wisconsin Medicaid will
reimburse providers only for testing,
assessment, or other procedures (referred to in
this Wisconsin Medicaid and BadgerCare
Update as “procedures’) that are conducted
for the purpose of determining achild’sneed
for Medicaid-covered Individualized Education
Program (IEP) services. To receive
reimbursement, these procedures must be
conducted by any of thefollowing health or
pupil services practitionerswho mest the
credential and licensing standardsoutlinedin
Wisconsin Medicaid school-based services
(SBS) publications:
e  Speech-language pathologi<t, occupational
therapist, or physical therapist.

» Assstant working under the direction of a
qudified speech-language pathologist,
occupationd therapist, or physical therapist.

*  Nurse.

e Socid worker.
e Counsdor.
*  Psychologigt.

Wisconsin Medicaid will not reimburse

providersfor thefollowing:

e Any component of any procedure that does
not resultin the provision of Medicaid-
covered |EP services, regardless of the
provider type.

»  Procedures conducted by specia education
teachers, diagnogtic teachers, directors of
specid education, or other school stff,
unless such staff qualifies as one of the
heslth or pupil servicespractitionerslisted
in this Update.

Individualized Education Program

M eetings

Effective for DOS on and after August 1, 2006,
Wisconsin Medicaidwill reimburseproviders
for an |EP meeting as adirect medical service
only whenall of thefollowing conditionsare
met:
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*  Themesting isattended by one of the
health or pupil servicespractitioners
previoudy listedinthisUpdate.

» Thechildispresent at the meeting.

e Theresulting |IEP includes servicesthat are
Medicaid-covered.

»  Thepartsof the meeting for which
reimbursementisclaimed arelimitedto
time periodsduring which provision of
Medicaid-covered |IEP servicesis
discussed.

* Reimbursement claimsarelimited to the
amount of time spent by health or pupil
services practitioners.

Wisconsin Medicaid will not reimbursefor
teacher or staff attendance at |EP meetings,
unlessthey are hedlth or pupil services
practitioners.

Enddated ProcedureCode

Effective for DOS on and after August 1, 2006,
Wisconsin Medicaid isenddating the use of
modifier “UA” with Health Care Procedure
Coding System procedure code T1024. To
receive reimbursement for any procedure or

| EP meeting, providersarerequired to submit
claims under the medical servicestype of the
activity (e.g., physical therapy, occupational
therapy, speech-language, or social work
services). Wisconsin Medicaid will reimburse
providersfor SBSonly if the claim is submitted
to Wisconsin Medicaid within 365 daysfrom
the DOS.

The Wisconsin Medicaid and BadgerCare
Update is the first source of program policy and
billing information for providers.

Although the Update refers to Medicaid
recipients, al information applies to BadgerCare
recipients also.

Wisconsin Medicaid and BadgerCare are
administered by the Division of Health Care
Financing, Wisconsin Department of Hedlth and
Family Services, PO. Box 309, Madison, WI
53701-0309.

For questions, call Provider Servicesat
(800) 947-9627 or (608) 221-9883 or visit our Web
site at dhfs.wisconsin.gov/medicaid/.
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